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GOLD DIGGERS 
    Vol. 36 Issue 4                    DECEMBER-JANUARY 2017 

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

     SONORA, CALIFORNIA 

JANUARY 9 
 

MEMBERS BRING THEIR 

FAMILY TREASURES 

 

2PM 

 County Library  

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora 

 

DECEMBER  

NO MEETING 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 

HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
 

 

 

 

GENEALOGY HELP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING! 

Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help.  We have “experts” that will get you on 

the right track! 

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH  

BANNY’S AT MT. SPRINGS GOLF COURSE. 

TIME: 10AM,  DATE: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 

COST: $20.00 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR THIS FUN EVENT… 

PLEASE SEND PAYMENT TO THE MUSEUM LIBRARY BY DECEMBER 12 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

We are still hoping to find someone interested in taking 
over as editor of the Golden Roots publication. Betty Spar-
agna has done the job for several years but would like to 
hand it over to a new person.  She has very kindly agreed 
to continue through the publication of the January 2017 
edition. Please contact me if you are interested in assuming 
this important position with the society.  

 

    With the holidays fast approaching many of us are taking a hiatus from our genealogy.  I think 

it’s nice to just set aside this time of year for fellowship and enjoying the company of friends and 
family.  I hope that many of you will be joining us for our annual Christmas brunch on December 
17th at Mountain Springs golf course.  This is always a fun event. 

    I think we have had many interesting programs this year, including Lynne Storm’s Beginners 
Workshop, and our Kathryn Marshall seminar.  All agreed that Sylvia Roberts presentation on the 
Sugg family’s visit to Sonora, and her visit to the National Museum of African American History 
and Culture in Washington D.C. was a program highlight.  How lucky we are to have part of our 
county’s history on display at the Smithsonian Institute. 

    I think we have planned some very interesting programs for next year, starting off with our 
most popular, Family Treasurers.  You will see in another area of the newsletter a listing of all 
programs through June.  We are looking for member participation in February, with “stories from 
the heart.”  These can be funny stories or poignant.  Will all enjoy hearing the stories that make 
our research special. 

    Please let me or another board member know if you have any suggestion for future programs. 

Enjoy the holidays. 

PAT PERRY 
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THE LIBRARY CORNER 

MAC USERS… 

If you use an apple computer and would like help understanding it, or would love to show 

others how to understand their “people friendly” computer, we are considering having some 

time set aside at the Computer Group meeting for this project. 

Please let me know if this interests you. The Computer Interest Group meets on the ODD 

MONTHS at 12pm on the day of the General Meeting at the library. Thanks! 

Judy Herring— herring@mlode.com 

This is a testament from one of our members, Lin Gookin, as to why you might want to 
come down and visit our genealogy library.  

 

“Why did I wait  so long...?   

I have worked at the genealogy library for 5 years but it wasn’t until a week ago that I start-
ed perusing some of the books in our library from contiguous counties.  I found 5 volumes 
of Gleanings From the Mariposa County Newspaper, - articles that span 1890 to 1920. 

I checked out surnames in the index for my husband’s family and – Oh My! I found a treas-
ure trove:  births, marriages and deaths from different sides of the family;  and many arti-
cles about deaths and murders in which his great grandfather, R. A. Prouty, Sherriff of Mari-
posa County, was involved.  The stories are sure to fascinate our grandchildren as they did 
us.  We now have meat to add to the bones of our genealogy. This has also inspired me to 
go over to Mariposa to see what else they have. Mariposa isn’t the only county from which 
we have genealogical information.  I urge you to visit our library to see what we have in  ad-
joining counties.  Remember county lines changed and residents of small counties fre-
quently worked and lived in different counties as John’s family did.  You too may find your 
relatives!”  

Below is the list of Surnames the library received for research since the last newsletter: 

 Hannan                                     

 Burke 

Merry Christmas 

 Kristine 
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SEMINAR A SUCCESS! 

GOOD SNACKS... 

SIGNING IN 

PAT, KATHRYN MARSHALL, MARIE 

LORI EAST EXPLAINING... 
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HELPFUL GENEALOGY SEARCH WEBSITE 

https://www.myheritage.com/research 

Just happened to land here on a genealogy search. It turned out to be quite interesting. It is 

part of  My Heritage (pay for play) but using this part is mostly free! Put in the name you want 

and it brings up lots of hits (from their records, and from other places). It gives you a certain 

amount of info when it is from their records, but then you must join. The other places it lists 

are free, as far as I have found.  They show up after you go through the My Heritage results, 

so keep going. Have fun! 

SHORTHAND DEVELOPED EARLY 

Taylor Shorthand, is a system of writing developed by Samuel Taylor in 

1786, the first system of shorthand writing to be widely used across the 

English-speaking world. The first known shorthand system was devel-

oped by Roman Marcus Tillius Tiro c. 60 B.C. Tiro’s shorthand em-

ployed abbreviations which are still in use today including ‘et’ for the 

word and as well as ‘viz,’ meaning namely. 

The purpose of shorthand systems was clearly stated in the preface to The 

Universal English Shorthand (published in 1767), developed by John By-

rom. This work stated that “Mr. Byrom’s method of short-hand may be 

termed, the art of expressing all the words and phrases of the English 

tongue by a character, which is perfectly regular and beautiful, and, as we 

conceive, the shortest possible.” 

Shorthand has long been used as a method of notation, often when time or 

efficiency is imperative, and as a result, it often appears in court docu-

ments and meeting minutes.   

The rise of typewriters, and more recently, personal computers, has led to 

a significant drop in the importance of shorthand notation. Despite this, a 

knowledge of these writing systems and their application in the transcrip-

tion of records in past centuries remains important to genealogists. 

WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT… 

 DES MOINES, IOWA MUNICIPAL CEMETERIES 

 http://www.dmgov.org/Departments/Parks/Pages/Cemeteries.aspx 

 WEST DES MOINES, IOWA - JORDAN CEMETERY 

 http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/government/parks-recreation/jordan-cemetery 

 THIS IS AN INTERESTING BOOK WRITTEN IN 1901 BY A WOMAN AUTHOR DEALING WITH 

“What a young wife ought to know”. SEE WHAT WAS EXPECTED OF MARRIED COUPLES AT 

THE TURN OF THE CENTURY… 

 https://archive.org/details/whatayoungwifeo01drakgoog 

 HERE IS ANOTHER FACINATING BOOK WRITTEN IN 1902 - “Maternity Without Suffering”,  

 https://archive.org/details/maternitywithou00drakgoog 
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SOUTH DAKOTA CEMETERY SEARCH: This searchable database includes records 

that were cataloged as part of the WPA Cemetery Project (pre-1940s) plus any cemetery updates 

that our office has received. It is not a complete listing of all the burials in South Dakota.  

https://apps.sd.gov/DT58Cemetery/ 

1905 MAP OF SOUTH DAKOTA - This is a very good map and can be zoomed to 

reveal lots of names of towns and features. 

http://history.sd.gov//archives/Data/1905census/SD%20Map%201905.pdf 

1905 SOUTH DAKOTA  STATE CENSUS 

http://history.sd.gov/Archives/Data/1905census/1905Search.aspx 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS FOR 2016 

January - Family Treasures 

At this meeting, members bring items to share, that have a special family meaning to them.  Each person has 5 minutes 
to share their item, and tell the story about how it relates to their family.  Items that members have shared have includ-
ed, letters, dishes, photographs, diaries and other memorabilia.  Very few of the treasures have any monetary value, but 
have tremendous sentimental value to the member as a tie between them and their family.  This is one of our most en-
joyable meetings. 

February - Stories From The Heart 

Since this is the day before Valentine’s Day we decided to have members share a love story about their family.  This 
could be a funny story, or one that is very poignant.  If it would help to tell the story, the member may bring an item to 
show, such as a letter or piece of jewelry.  It is always an interesting meeting when members share their stories.  While 
many will tell about their parents or grandparents, you may also want to tell of a special love between a child and par-
ent, or other relative.   

March - Scanning photographs 

Exact details for this meeting are being developed.  We will have a discussion on scanning techniques.  We then plan to 
have a hands on session where members are encouraged to bring items that they would like to have scanned.  They will 
be asked to bring a flash drive on which to save the items.    

April - Carlo De Ferrari Archive 

Andy Mattos, Archivist, for the Carlo De Ferrari archive will make a presentation on items and databases at the ar-
chive.  We will then adjourn the meeting and have a tour of the archive, which is directly behind the county library.  We 
will have the opportunity to see what an amazing collection of resource material is available for Tuolumne County.  This 
is a wonderful facility where several of our members volunteer.   

May - Annual meeting and potluck - meeting begins at noon 

June - Writing Your Family History 

Sylvia Roberts, author of Mining for Freedom, Black History Meets the California Gold Rush, and Pat Perry, Sonora City 
Historian will discuss the steps in writing your family history.  They will cover format, what to include, pitfalls, and finally 
publication.  This presentation will definitely inspire you to begin writing your own family history. 
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ARE YOU          

RESEARCHING     

INDIAN           

HERITAGE IN 

THE SOUTH     

DAKOTA AREA? 

Three linguistic groups compose the siouan-speaking peoples: the Lakota (or Teton) in 

the west; the Nakota (or Yanktonai) peoples in the southeast; and the Dakota (or San-

tee) in the northeastern portion of the state. These three groups, commonly referred to 

as the "Sioux," never intermingled enough to dissolve their unique dialects. They con-

stitute a loose confederation called the Oceti Sakowin, or Seven Council Fires.  

The Lakota are the most widely recognized of the three groups. The acquisition of hors-

es and guns in the 1700s greatly changed the lifestyle of this previously semi-sedentary 

people. Once mounted on horses and armed with guns, they roamed freely throughout 

the land, following the buffalo while making war on enemies. Their bold military tactics 

gained them the reputation of being one of the fiercest warrior societies of the Plains. 

Red Cloud, Spotted Tail, Sitting Bull, and Crazy Horse are a few of the notable Lakota 

leaders who led the initial struggle to save their lands from Euroamerican encroach-

ment.  

The South Dakota State Archives collections offer resources that can be found pertaining 

to the various tribes.  

Indian probate records are housed at BIA realty offices at each Agency.  Enrollment of-

fices may also be able to aid in genealogical research.  

http://history.sd.gov/Archives/Data/Archives/default.aspx 

Early South Dakota newspapers are available free at the LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, 

CRONICLING AMERICA website (all states available). 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 
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FREE PROGRAM TO COMPETE WITH PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS! 

This program is free and very robust! It has the same design as Photoshop Elements in that it 

will allow you to import in your pictures and then work with them as you can in Elements. I 

have been working with it and find that it is quite user friendly...maybe I am saying that be-

cause I have worked a lot in Photoshop Elements doing the same thing. But, aside from get-

ting it downloaded and up and running (which is no easy feat) I do believe most anyone can 

use it to advantage! 

It has plenty of “tools” to repair pictures and there are good tutorials online to explain how to 

do things. You can use “layers” (I have not mastered that yet).  

I would say that this is a very good alternative to Photoshop Elements for working with your 

pictures and getting them ready to upload to Ancestry.com.  

You will need to have a program to “unzip” the downloaded file you get from the Internet. I 

have Winzip but there are free programs that do the same thing. When it is downloaded you 

must tell it where to locate on your computer. It is an Application so you can put it in under 

“Programs”. I put mine in “Documents”. It really doesn’t matter but you will have to know 

where you put it so you can go and open it. It puts an Icon on your desktop and you will be 

opening it from that Icon from then on. 

I hope you will try it out. Let me know how it works for you! 

http://www.dotpdn.com/downloads/pdn.html 

Click Here 
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THE WRITERS GROUP 
Contacts: 

Pat Perry at 586-3214  

or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873. 

 

This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except 

December.  At 12 pm.  Meetings are at the 

County Library on Greenley Rd. 

 

This is an informal group that meets to share 

information and encourage the writing of our 

family histories. 

 

You can come and bring your lunch if you’re 

working! 

 

Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm in 

the same room so plan on staying through. 

Come on out! 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS 

Membership Rosters are available at the Museum 

or by e-mail (send request to info@tcgen.org 

 If your information is not correct, please let us know by 

sending an e-mail message to:  

Betty Sparagna, info@tcgen.org 

or call Betty at 532-1317.   

Thank you for helping us to keep our  

Membership Roster up-to-date! 

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar 

Next Meeting   

February 13 

COMPUTER TECH GROUP 

Explore problem areas dealing with computers 

and genealogy.  Bring your questions and we 

will discuss them and try to find solutions.  We 

are not discussing your genealogy prob-

lems...just those relating to the computer! 

We meet in the same room and same day as the 

regular genealogy meeting but only on the ODD 

months. Meeting time is 12:00pm,  

Bring a lunch or snack if you like.... 

Call Judy Herring for information 533-8996 

Next Meeting 

January 9 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS… 

(If you have moved or changed your email ad-
dress, let us know and it will be changed in the 
Roster) 

NEW MEMBERS:  

Janeen Haimes Machado - Fremont, CA 

Tami Sheppard - Jamestown, CA 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP  

MEETINGS 

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO 

SIGN UP??? go to  

www.tcgen.org 

SHARES                 

REWARDS            

TOTAL 

$4,980.50 
Our society has made 

this much money by 

giving your telephone  

number to the clerk at 

SaveMart Market!!! 

AMAZON SMILES 

TOTAL: 

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES THAT HELP US... 
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DECEMBER 

 GENERAL MEETING 

      NO MEETING 

     Public Library 

      Conference Room 

 

 BOARD MEETING  

      NO MEETING 

 Papa’s New Roost 

JANUARY 

 GENERAL MEETING 

 January 9, 2pm  

        Public Library 

        Conference Room 

 

 BOARD MEETING 

         January 16, 9:30 A.M. 

         Papa’s New Roost 

        Label Language             

        (Dues Reminder) 

Take a look at your Gold Digger label. If your 

name is in red and you see either “10/16”or 

“11/16 by your name, your dues are due now.  

Although you have 60 days to renew your dues, 

please do so now..  

Fill out the application on the following page  

(if there are no changes, just your  

name will do) or go to www.tcgen.org > Mem-

bership and pay with PayPal 

If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice. 

JUDY 

Letters to the Editor are always welcome!  We’d love to hear from you! 
My e-mail address: herring@mlode.com 

 PLACES  TO DO GENEALOGY  

RESEARCH LOCALLY 

 

 FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 

 LDS Church 

 19481 Hillsdale Dr. 

 Sonora 209 536-9206  

 Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs  

      10AM to  4 PM & 

      6:30 PM to 9 PM 
      

 TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL 

     SOCIETY LIBRARY 

 158 W. Bradford St. 

 Sonora 209 532-1317 

 Hours— Tues, Thurs 

  10 AM to 4 PM 

  Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM 

         Email: info@tcgen.org 

   Website: www.tcgen.org 
           

 TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY 

 480 Greenley Rd. 

 Sonora 209 533-5507 
 Hours— Tuesday - Saturday 

 10 AM to 6 PM 

 Closed: Sunday, Monday & Holidays 
       

 COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES 

 11255 Jackson St., Columbia (Hwy 49)  

 Must Call for appt. 

 Open Tues. 12-3pm, Thurs. 10-1pm 

 2nd Sat. of month 12-2pm 

 Sherrin Grout 209-532-8673            

 sherrin@mlode.com 
       

 TUOLUMNE COUNTY HISTORY CENTER 

 158 Bradford Street (behind museum) 

 Call 209-532-4227 

mailto:sherrin@mlode.com


 11 

 

TOTE BAGS     $15 EACH 

GREAT FOR SALT LAKE  - CARRY YOUR 

RESEARCH MATERIAL ANYWHERE!   

HUNTER GREEN WITH OUR TCGS LOGO ON THE 

SIDE. 

ROOMY, WIDE BOTTOM AND SIDES. 

Available at Museum Library or Meetings 

AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS OR  MUSEUM…. 

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956 

LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora 

Email: info@tcgen.org 

ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number      Home________________________________Work__________________________ 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________ 

  

MEMBERSHIP 

Please check box for the type of membership for which you are including a check: 

      Regular/Individual $20       Patron/Organization $50 

         Family $28        Life  $300    Individual  or  Married Couple 

         Receive Golden Roots    by mail           Or                   Electronically  

 

 

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to PO Box 3956, Sonora Ca 95370  Canceled check is your re-

ceipt. 

If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

   Yes, I want a membership card.  SASE is enclosed.               No, I don’t want a membership card.  

 I would like to make a donation to the Society,         Amount ______________ 

Signature of Applicant________________________________     

Date___________________________________ 

NEED WORK DONE 

ON YOUR  

COMPUTER? 

  House     calls…. 

STEVE FINIGIAN 

Sierra Network   

Services & Home    

Computer Repairs 

209 743-0100 

 

 

 

Member discount 

TRAINS DON'T WANDER 

ALL OVER THE MAP 

'CAUSE NOBODY SITS 

IN THE ENGINEER'S LAP 

Burma Shave  

I can sum up every-

thing I have learned 

about life in three 

words: It goes on.  

— Robert Frost.  

1879-1963  

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Genealogical%20Society/Newsletter/What%20to%20put%20in%20newsletter/speaker.asp?speaker=Robert%20Frost
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 3956 

Sonora Ca 95370-3956 

 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box  3956 

Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership.  There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS 

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS 

President: Pat Perry  

Vice-President: Phil VanSwoll 

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles                                                

Treasurer: Lori East 

Registrar: Kate Baum / Betty Sparagna 

Library Director: Lori East                                                     

Education: Marie Tiraschi/Judi Lewis                                                      

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann  

Periodical Editor: Betty Sparagna                                           

Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring      

Website Administrator : Lorna Dillon Wick                               

Immediate Past President: Susan Strope  

Ways & Means - Sylvia Roberts/Theresa Dyer 

            COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Hospitality: Kristine Childress, Brenda Hix 

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox 

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling 

Programs: Committee 

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope 

Historian -  Anthea Neilson  

Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel   

Library Technician: Judy Herring 

      

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St.     Phone: 209 532-1317 

OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m. 

SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.  

http:/www.tcgen.org email: info@tcgen.org 


